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say that, if it were^true, the crisis in the Transvaal might be regarded
as ended. At the same time he cabled to Milner congratulating him
on a " great victory " and advising him to make the most of it and
accept it as the basis of settlement. Instantly the cry went up from
the British in South Africa that " another Majuba" threatened.
Milner " almost despairing " cabled back that the new proposal was
worthless, and the Cape newspapers tore it to pieces. Chamberlain
responded by stiffening his attitude, and now added the condition
that any franchise should be approved by British and Transvaal
delegates sitting jointly, and that any remaining issues should be
discussed at another personal conference between Milner and Kruger.
The details are unimportant. In the atmosphere as it now was be-
tween British and Dutch in South Africa, it became every day less
probable that any proposals made by either would be accepted by
the other. Too many on both sides were now running for blood.
After Bloemfontein another confrontation with Milner was least
likely to appeal to the old President.
It nevertheless continued to be the opinion of the Government
that a sufficient demonstration of the seriousness of British intentions
would cause the Boers to give way. From this point of view to use
strong language, to arouse opinion in Great Britain, to apply pressure
and increasing pressure, and to do all this not behind the scenes, but
openly and publicly, seemed to Chamberlain the way of success,
and the way, incidentally, which was most congenial to his own
temperament. The war of tongue and pen reached its climax' in
August. Kruger had manoeuvred with some skill, first passing
through his Volksraad the seven-year franchise, then changing his
tactics and offering to yield the whole of the British Government's
demand on the franchise question, if in return that Government
would renounce all- future interference with the internal affairs of
the Transvaal, " not insist further on its assertion of the existence of
suzerainty," and promise to agree to arbitration about-all points at
present in dispute. A gentleman's agreement to stop talking about
"suzerainty" which is .what Smuts, who was the author of'this
proposal, appears to have contemplated, was one thing ; a demand
to drop it,, which is what Kruger now put in, quite another. Cham-
berlain, replied hotly in a public speech at Birmingham irx which he
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